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Twenty-one Kpieans<>were interviewed concerning their 
America. *In thfe spring Of 19^7, 9 men and 12 women 



of 



ages of 20 and 5(Ljrom the greater Hartford and ^Storrs 



Abstract 

< perceptions 
between! the 

•^rea in Connecticut participated in this case study* ; The males 
interviewed included five gra&iiate students » three Undergraduates, 
and one government scientist .(Three of the women had professional 
/status, four werei housewives Vith a Korean college education', one was 
the owner of a privafe buiness, and four qf : the ^ women had Very little 
formal education. The main gu^stidns Were': How do you perceive yous - 
. / life in America? flow are you doing with your job? and now do you 

perceive jhuraan and family felal^onships, marriage, sex role issues, * 
education, and government in America? Results include the following, 
\ Almost All described America, as the country j*her$* they can remain 
individuals without any mental /pressure from the outside and without* 
having 'to conform to expected nqyms and behaviors. All said Americans 
are kind and friendly toward strangers/ Most expressed the feeling 
that parent-child relationship^ in America seemed distant, cold, and 
self-centered. About half saidvfchey disapprove of the way in which 
t marriages break up in America. All were pleased with the educational 
• system and voiced positive attitudes toward the American government. 
Most had difficulty accepting tlvjfe concept of equality of the sexes 
* and' the mingling of sex roles. (RM). ^ ./ 
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* Introduction 

The eaiigration of Koreans to the Hawaiian Islands and mainland United States 

• * * ' - . ' ' Y 
began a* early as 1902* It is related huw several hundred Korean men arrived first 

as laborers and were later jbined women following marriages *tnat took place 

by proxy** These men and women^ fromtne lower socio-ecQnomic class, had been 

unable to establish their economic basq (namely 'farming) in Korea, where internal 

economic and political conflict w»s bringing contusion and uncertainty to many of 

i 2 ' 

the poor* When aa opportunity arofee for these people to leave their' country and 
go to a new land where 'jobs were promised, they jumped at the chance* It is appar- 
ent- that these men lef\ their^ homeland for the unknown world with one thing in 
mind: work* 

After the turn of the century, the number of .Korean emigrants in. America 
remained below 20,000 until 1$>65 when a new immigration law* came into effect. 



OS, 



It iB^pow known that more than 700,000 Korean emigrants were 'admitted to the 

* * * * 

United States since S&65* Most of them settled in urban areas such as Los Angel 
» * * * / 

San Francisco, Chioago, New York, Honolulu aftd Seattle*^ There is a wide diversify 
. of Koreans in the United S^afes: some are highly trained, professionals, serai- 0 s 
skilled' workers', business mn and women, as well as ^iie .families and relatives of- 

these people* Also, ^itv is tf&ported that many Korean immigrant professionals have\ 

)' . \ ' 5 *•* ' " f 

worked iri noit-professional Jobs during the past decade. 

. \ • ' ^> 

The rapid increase in themumoer; of Koreans now living in America elicits 

\ \ 1 *' 

certain questions concerning thjbir general conception of life in this country * 

x and the effect which American entire has had upon- them. Koreans in different 

prqfess^ohal strid-soc^al ^Levels* in Amerfca w6uld be expected to iave different 

* life experlehceaAnd 'life styles iri relation, to « their place an society* Their 
^confrontatioi^ith/Li^ric^n culture *rill mean different things Nto. them and be . 
£e?ceiVed ih various way* depending upon what theytgcje and how they interpret 



\ 



what, they see* It is, /ihenj treasonable to assume "that Koreans of all social and 
professional levels/fall ev^iually arrive at different life views and conceptions. 
*Are (their conceptions of life in Ame£ica\greatly affecied by their position and 

-« \ .V • - * 1 

function as mea$qrs of American s^jLety? How powerful a role does their earlier 
socialization pliety in the acculturation process in America? The purpose of this 
papei* is Xo deal with these questions, %: /y 



Prooeduye 



;#wenty-^one Korean men and women *( nine men and twelve women)' were' interviewed 
\\$w$x\ conversing. in Koreail in tTSe spring of 19T7 ♦ . Thly&re residents of the 

, W I '! y * » 

fcter ^Hartford and Storrs area, • This group included eight men who are now , a 
• y\j^Q^ivini/ higher education (five graduate students and three undergraduates), 



;bne government sWeptisttf^three women! with professional status, four housewives 
with/a /Korean college education and* £our women with very little formal education, 
<?n^!wcfiian was the fcwner of a private business. The group ranged, in age from 



DU^ewiv 



twenty to fifty years of age, 



7 

if 



Method 



An appointment was made to interview each person individually* Bach inter- 



i view generally lasted from one to three hours. One interview occurred cOincidefttly, 

s howevei\t when a group of young Korean women jna^ried to American ex-servicetaen 

* ' \ >* * « " * '* 

enthusiastically agreeol to be interviewed. This of course turned, out to be a 

group int^fi-yiew* 

I" if , , 

In general t interviews were oonducted in an informal, casual' sett irife wfcere-, 

the. individuals could .feel relaxed and freenapirited to talk. The main areas . 

• ' > 4 * ° , 

of questions were: How do you oonoeive your life ih America? How aie yoii doing, 
with your jobs? More specifically, how do you peroeive human and family, relatip^- 




pa, marriage, sex role issue*, education and government^ 4n America? The 1 areas' 

V 

• ■ ' .. - ' V\ ' ' & 



to be investigated, were: What seems to "be the common respo^e and* reaction on }j > 
the part of Koreans when confronted with American maihstream culture? What " .' 
cemmon conflicts d,o Itoreani^eiperience and what are the ultimate, if any, s1;rength$] 
wl^ich Koreans carry ajaong themselves?' Does the length of time the individual 

' v • ,* t * K 1 

has'lived in America, the level qf education he/she has received in the OJnited 
States, the level of mastery N>f the English language, land- the difference of \ 
socio-economic and professional status, influence the way he/she perceives America? 

• : •* \ ** -•■ t ^ ■ '< '/ * ' 

These* are the speci-fifr areas- this paper will attempt to analyze; g 

How Do These Koreans Perceive America? „ 

Almost all of the twenty-one people Interviewed described* America/, as the 

country where they can Remain individuals without any VnfentaL pressure" from the 

- • • il " • ' / < ■ . 1 ^ 

outside and without having to confonnjto certain expected norms and behaviors* 
Eleven persons mentiQned thkt they truly enjoy America^' wellreguipped recreational 

■ • • " ' • ' 7\» ' : .' \ % /. V/ ' 

facilities which are availatiltf- to the. general publiq, such a's parks, libraries, 
puseuijas,' highways, and information^ services ." T£ree fe^n expressed, joy- at *being 
able to pl'^n and communicate ijbjdepelidently ^or^hrou^i b^ficial^chjarih^ls. Many of \f 
the Koreans interviewed agreed that v the pac6<of life is indeed' much .faster in 1 / * 

/. ■ ■ ' - % - <?. ' . \ v • 1 " .;\\ ' v 

^America^ and .tkey often feel .pressed fotfitirae tp do otker. things besi'de work# 
One tfotoan. with a professional degree, who is employed in her field, said 
that she^ feels no limit to progress and competition in, her prof ession^ She alpo 
felt, that her modest 'success wa& due -to the fact that she is living in America, 
a^ i&tiQn which provides sucifi opportunities to any f oreigner/ A highly trained 1 " * 



|iald engineer who works for the government Vi New London expressed cdntentment ^ 
that he cian live in America with se^f-dignity and respect. 'According to hia 
statement, the hi^x point of % bis coi^tentment is Jbhe fa^t that he can lead his 

t s 

•private ,tife without social or political pressure, and still dedicate himself^ . ( 



to h& work without *ravii^ to 



•Contrary tq 
. success jgtftSh couj^re who 




sing his job. 



so, p^ititg^ie^B shlSred V people with modest professional 
££iC£ thtfee # yea*s.ago fat graduate study have. 
* Ijieir'^inibg, - a cloud/ d£ superficiality hangs 



1 

4' 

V \ 



^rqiflLie a different Jife yiew# * In i|ieir pinion,- a cloud/ St su] 
* y ove^.M^ica^-rt&e/peo^Be seem yerjr atrtif ioial and are conditioned to behave 

'V* \ J distastefully ' The<kusband. .ifti<ai^t believe was the :«««™* o-p thono nniinnq 

* / y t '! 1 ^ . v * * -> 

* !^ \ - 1 • ' fMP- ^ *'* - • • ^ 
seemed t# have pr^jecVed Sife. j^fel^jags ungn his ittf$ 



source of these notions, 
She expressed a strong 



v ♦ .^esire t£/ return to Korea as ^w f M*>her? husband* completes his education, saying 
, / ' t^iat shf felt bothlaentally^ani physically exhausted most ^of. the time. 
> r V jjl moderately tacjtfsscful divorced 'Woman wh? owns a business in the Hartford 
4rqa? admits that a i|Owja 'in situation could^nev^r experience the same kind 

* of freedom and .opportiaiity iiad she rem£i$ea&Ln Korean ' She. said: 

Thiif *is the coui&ry fbf*me aftd P^Jfe;! like me# No one stops 
' * V, " v \v - r ^PWJ^no if ^P^f^ hard tp.^M^ it# No one frowns Jupon 

/ ^V ^/ ^Vwom^n jU8j ]i)eoafcfle they are ^ivproed/, In Korea, I would have, 
' ,i w v; ^become just l«ther *h«ilples6 wataan who, is alone ^and single* • * ; 

t> T'\.,\ Another positive view of America was ^Lveri by a/yo\mg student Mho emigrated 

to |iaerica, idien he W^si^i^yeecrs of Iige3s/Thi0 young man (nbw twenty-five) . ^ 

; : : , still e^thibits some signs lof an identity ^^m^^s caused fc^tk'e abrupt move to the 

* bnited\States during his aaplescen^^41w>^ he^r*peate2ly jgserted that he is 

* very 'nationalistic (meaning; he. is ve^T rioxcK concerned^ about the. welfare of Korea/, 
he loves .America and.ijnerican.wiys^^ s^ that he ls very comfortable and can 



readily i^hderstand Americans youih cu^Li 
tWean* value system when it eotaes to deal 
ment. Be expressed his desire to succeed 




:t f ^els that .he still espousefi a 

£&ub matters of moral judges. 

« * * 

dy rather* than professionally. 



Another ydun|f student whpae parent^ orOttfi^t. him to America when he\as fiye 

• ; , * . . •'.^ ■ >'■ . » ' '•• - ■ • ' . v • 

years old exhihited an even "greater An»eric^L4»ifS?n of his thoughts and ways. He 

was- very - concerned; with completing hi.s^ college,' e^ioation so that..he can get a good 



%:,(• '> •■ .;. ■ ; ' ■ ' JV " ' : .- . 

t-' J • ' . * , t , . 5 ' • 

- ■ * A - ?< *■ 

„ jo^> after graduation. The things he Mentioned were generall^xndistin^uishahle 

| ( - .from* what his Ameri dan-born peers might say. Nevertheless, he did- acknowledge 

^ his sensitivity to his. racial difference! although he has not suffered because- of 

4 this. He felt thai America has the best workable system for those who want a . 

' \ - - 9 \ - ■> - * # * * < * 

democratic- type of » government. ^ 5 

*' . ' * ' . • * ■ : ? 4 

It pan be summarized that these people do enjoy a certain privacy which » 

the Ame^icgtn^ lif e style offers t especially having come from, a country, whWe there 

are. rules about dooaig things the f, ^ignt ws^r 11 and people are watching every rn^e 
* " " J \ . \ • : . ^ . ' •* : < / 

you make. \ Convenient public facilities/ as well .as the ^availability and reliability 

of public services are also appreciated by these people who have known no such 

luxuries in their former land. Like many AmeAca£s f ' they^feel that the pace of 

life is too swift; Generally, Koreans who received American educations early in *' 

life ana have mastered the English language have more positive attitudes toward, 

America and their own personal achievements. The people wKbrhave been jpodeatly . 

^ successful in their business or professional ventures ar^ generally content with 

v 5 life in America. Qn the other hand, the group Of people J who came to America *as^ 

feradua^te- students tend to maintain Korean values and even to resist American 

- ■ . • ' ; '• „ :' - • ■ ■ ' . ■ 

'cfulture. Nevertheless t all of the Koreans, interviewed recognized that they had 
/V C(Mne to America f to achieve their lif§ goals because America is the only country 
- 'which can offer them such- opportunities. v * 

Korean Views of American People 0 1 y ' * x 1 . - 

* All twenty-one peopl? said that Americans are ^ind and friendly toward y - 
strangers (e.g. people Iwhom they don*t know personally). Most wimfeh 'interviewed 
stated that tjiey had experienced the feeling that Americans are f muoh mQre .sensitive 

r . ♦ r ' * * 

to the other •exposition and need. However , they felt th^t this phenomenon is true . 

- }) • . (fa 

wh*a the situation is on a* one->to**one basis, but not ih'a public or group situation. 



0 



J 



When asked, how they^felt about the humanity of Americans, the majority of people A . 
"* responded that hui?an nature is universal and Americans are as humane as any" other 
nationality. . Although no questions were asjced about the humane qualities of Ameri- 
cans ,Xsome* oonf lifting viewB Vere raised by^rajae" of the male interviewees (all . . 

graduate stud^hts, having lived in America an average of .three to four years) • 
\ ' ■' ' - ■ - v ' . ' 

One man was quite puzzled about what he saw in his office one day. He simply 

could not understand how a colleague who shared the same, room with another professor 

just, sat ^nd read while hid friend (another man who p shared the same r.oom) was trying 

to move countless boxes of books. He (the Korean man) became very aggravated and 

finally asked his colleague, "Aren't you going to help hira With these boxes?" 

His Answer, vdry characteristically, was: Well, he didn't ask me;- I don't 

knox..." The point was thit this main stron^lj- felt that his friend should have 

- helped with the moving even without being asked; he simply' should have volunteered 

his services. He cpuld not understand the indifference and total lack of involve-- 

mnnp this man- displayed during* the moving. Four men mentioned the different kinds 

of relations- they find among professors and their students. JPhey feel that the 

relationships between professors *and students in America are rather shallow in 

nature When "compared with the deep, lasting friendships formed. in Korean (or other 

. '.'"'* " I* r 

Afci&n) universities where professors totally commit themselves and become father 

figures to their students. . - • 

*< This. iV obviously a clmplicated area requiring much more exploration in oi;der 
• * * . ... 

to produce an extensile study. Culturally different perception^ on huiten friend- 

ehips, r different ways of respecting other 1 s privacy and the enormously diverse 

. • \ • . < >'-.■ ' ' ■ 

setting i\ "which teacher-student relationships must function within certain - * 
restrictions are all ^coraplet. factors. They create enough differences to puzzle 
even people from much Ao£e similar societies. „ ♦ . * * fi 



I 7 

On the one jhand, the Korean respondents felt that Americans were kind and- 
friendly; on the other, they seemed impersonal, inconsiderate and self-centered* 
What must he taken into consideration here are the many types of social situations 
ijn whichr Americans behave and react differently* In this' writer! s opinion. 
Americans act differently in a particular situatiqpk according to their sopial and 
formal training* For example, when confronted with a situation on a one-to-one 
basis, they are personal, concerned and involved* In public or in a group 
situation, however, they may tend to be cold, 'impersonal and indifferent* In 
the eyes of some foreigner^ this inconsistency i?ay be irritating or mystifying, 
until they gain more insight into the American cultural scene* «. 



How These Koreans View Amerioafo Family Relationships 

I Most of the twenty-one Koreans interviewed (with the exception of ihe three 
women married to Americans) expressed their feeling that parent-child relation- 
ships in America seem distant, - cold and self-centered* Spme women felt that each 
individual generally* appears lonely and isolated fqfrp his/her family and that some 
young mothers are more concerned about their careers than their homes and children. 
Two men stated that some of their American friends are anxious to leave home and 
contact their parents only when they are in financial Sieed* They suggested that 

: . f ' • . V ^ ■ 4 

the reason for this might be' that Americans place too much value on a child 9 s 
independence during the socialization process. Many could not understand how 
parents accept money for room and board once tKeir children begin^ 'working* However, 
these views were* not endorsed by a twenty year old man who came to America at the 

age of five.* He felt, thajt American families have relationships as close and 

* ' - 

* « ♦ 

tightly knit as Koreans and that the American parents he knew deeply cared about . 
their children* s welfare. He also believed that the American way of life permits 
ohildre^ to help augment their parents 9 income; in fact, this seemed very natural 



J ' * 

and reasonable to hinu This young Korean man viewed American fimily relationships 

/ ^ * « < ✓ _ fc » / ' « ' 

a^ warm, loving and sensitive to each other 1 s needs* N 



One other thing which should be mentioned here is that several Koreans who 

*had recently emigrated to America had strong opinions about the treatment |>f 

V " ' * 1 * , 

flder-Americans by their families* They felt that* puling aged parents (voluntarily 

^' -t * * ' . 

or involuntarily) in 'nursing hokes was a vepy Cruel and inhumane thing to do^ 

- * • «< 

Jt is certainly clear to this writer that some American family relatipnshij^ , 
arp -surprising and even upsetting to newcomers* This, I feel, is not due to an ; 
aotual lack of warmth and close faj^Lly ties, but a misinterpretation of the 
manner of* cultural expression of these emotions* We > also know many Araeripans ^ ^N,^/ 
who assert economic independence end. stubbornly refuse parental help once they 
become working members of siciety*. People ^from developing countries simply are 
Qot familiar with the excellence of many modern American nursing' homes and thus 
feel that putting the aged, in homes is "abandoning 11 them* ■ 



On Marriage 1 



About half p£ the men and womeft interviewed said^that they disapprove of the 
way* in whiph marriages break up in ^Afrfcrica, Koreans feel that although American 

men and women display th^ir love and affection o^nly .(which is npt done in Asia), 

. * • '\ K 

^heir true devotion arid commitment to each other i? questionable in light of the 

. ' 'i Z\ . ' ^. *~ 

high, divorce rate in thek United States*. One man in particular said .that American 

<. : ' ■ - , -'^ 

raar^iagep seem precarious prim&rily* v bec£use of the I3ck of a strong bond of 
'commitment oh the part of both husbarid^ and wife* Almost all the interviewees 
stated that the dissolution of a marriage because of personal differences or 
unhappiness was unthinkable; in, their opinion, these were the selfish acts of 
two irresponsible adults* According to their standards, once a . couple vis 
Married, they should base s their lives around each other, and, more, importantly, 



their children* * * >' 

Interestingly, none of the Koreans. interviewed mentioned or even acknowledged 

that thei*e are hafcpy and healthy American marriages~haj>py and healthy -to a degree 

f ' • . ■ x 
that QjaxriageB in more traditional or surpressed* cultures, are not expected or 

experience^ ter^e* What they alight he unaware of is that different expectations 

* * «* * 

T *> 

are made in American* marriages where couples 9 personal. Rental and emotional 
well-being'is considered to he much more paramount than it as in^other societies*- 

' ■/ •' ''■•I s 

On pex Roles . 1 . ^ 

This was a subject afda where 'Koreans gave simple and uneasy .answers* 

Enough indications were made to demonstrate that this was not a favorite topic • 

' * . ,<, % * 

of conversation .with them*. When asked about their sex roles In their home life, 

most men hurriedly answered thajt they do not' mind performing what are traditionally 

defined as "feminine"' chores* »I could not help but think that these responses 

were* the "proper* 1 thing to say about sex roles at this time in history t rather ■ 

than a true indication of what these men really felt* However, four women did 

acknowledge that their husbands help them with the dishes e^dVaundry occasionally* 

* •• • - - • • M ) 

One woman 9 s comment adequately reflects the attitudes of the oUher Korean women 
interviewed: 11 1 don 9 t mind cooking three hot meals for my husband* Being, a 
woman I can at. least do that much*" * 

Contrary to this' position, a woman who received her college ediicaticjn in 

\ 

America and now holds a professional job stated: "My husband and I 'have no • 

'rigidly set rules* We meet choi4s as they come, and we both share all kinds of 

\ x 4- - - ' ' * ( 

work around the house*" o - 

- There is no doubt that many . Korean men and some* women have set -sex roles , 
xn whioh they feel comfortable and secure, regardless of Uha£ thty say in public* * 
The* men paoject their conviction that they are wholly responsible for their wife 9 s 



\ 

i 




• 10 

well-being and, for that matter, their destiny* The men seem to believe that 
they are to lead and 0 protect their family- without any help from their wives* 
On the other hand,\women seem to enjoy their feminine and passive roles as . 
wives *< They are not at all assertive about their equal rights as partners 
and are oblivious to the current issues raised by the women! s movement* 



On Education v * ' ' 

Three mother? with young' children said that they were vejry pleased with 

/* • 

the tyfle of education their children are^receivingtfn American elementary 

• - ' 

schools* They believe that the Korean educational system produces pressure and 
anxiety on the children by burdening them with great amounts of rote memory work, 
whereas the American system seems to be geared toward individual growth an,d 

personal well-being* ^Chey were impressed with the way in which American teachers 

• * - * * 

helped their children with their particular* needs and problems* Mothers of 

.# 

young Koreaxrtdiildren seemed to be genuinely satisfied knowing that their, children 

' ' ■ i. • . * * . ' ."■ 4 

will-have opportunities to '"further th^ir education in this country and become 

respected members of American society* • \ 

# - With regard to higher education in America, all seven mlf m graduate students 

said that American , universities not only teach .them academic theories but train 

*' 

them to apply what they -have learned* Jfeli^&quipped research- laboratories and 

the availabfe writien materials were greatly appreciated by these men* The 

* < * 

informal and relaxed relationship between students and professors *<as another 

thing they commented favprably upon* One comment made by two different men is 

noteworthy, however: 9 " < 

^ In the ^American university scene^when class, is over t 

everything is over. You do not see your 'professor again and \ 
do not expect to see h^m unless there is a epecial reasdn* 
* ; But in. Korea, the tie between a professor and his students' 
is much 'stronger once they have initially established the 
teaohex^student relationship* ' A permanent relationship will 
be f oijmtd* and your professor will become a father figure if . . 
that is what, the students want* 



. 'Ok-Language ' " . ♦ » „ 

. , . .... . . . 

It is the opinion of many researchers that linguistic conflict cat bring 

r - * - • * . \ • 

. « • . . * «■» t . . 

psychological problems as* well as practical inconvenience to an. individual* 
Many Koreans in America, inclining the people interviewed for this papefc. do 
•seem to have acute problems with the English 0 language* The except! on, is those 
very few who ppent their early years in this country* ( " Kim Hyung Chang writfes' 

in his article "Education of thfe Korean Immigrant Child 11 : 

• » « * * 

All' immigrants from npn-^nglish speaking nations face 
\ '] • * immediate and difficult problems of communication upon * . 
*' . their arrival 'in Ameitica. The difficulty is 'exacerbated : 
* - H - 4 for Asian immigrants whose cultures and languages are 
radically different from those of the Ame^ioah people*- 
' Korean immigrants are no exception. They have come to 
America with a language whose grammar and phonology axe. 
, : so drastically different from those of English that there ^ 
is virtually ,;no aTfinity*between the twa languages. 2'. 



Although language 'was the major area in which meiny Koreans find- conflict 
lining in America, no one seemed enthusiastic about talking on ^the subject.. Thus, 

it was difficult tp gather detailed information on what effect the language problem 

* • ■ • Jfi * • ^ " * 

ha&Hipon these- people. Only four wom'e]x$(th& ones married to American ex-soldiers) 

said that they are .attending adult evening classes to "learn as much English as 

we can 11 . . One woman, expressed her frustration that she could not help* her daughter 

with her homework due. to her language deficiency. The young woman who had done 

* * * 

her undergraduate, work in America showed* me a poem sj^had written which was 

published in an outstaadtLng v iiterary journal. r Only <one man admitted any difficulty 

<with English. x The young^tian who came -to America ,a*Nihe age. of sixteen saijl that _ 

his reading comprehension is still very slow and tedious. Hone of the Korean ' 

housewives mentioned experiencing a^r* difficulty with the Englisi^ language. . 

* . v. \' *■ • . , ' : ' ' ; T * • ' ;- — - 

■Thu* t v it was ,soon realized thai this Was- not a topic that they wished to . 

discuss in depth. Why? It «ay just b^ that to most Koreans, knowledge of ^ 

English ail w*H as reading and verbal skills refleots their reepeotiye level of 



education, personal achievement and academic background* English is required . 
in all' Korean schools and is indeed a prestigious Subject, which all students 
ar^ eager to learn* Uastery of the English language means that you are a better 
student , aftd being a better student means quite a bit in Korean schools. One . 

whp possesses verbal and comprehensive skills in English waSP'no doubt be highly 

* * /A * r * N ■■ ' 

rejected for his/her capabilities. It is no- wonder -then, that this was a - 

* • . * * *" , r . 
sensitive area for many. Koreans, 5 to discuss or .present any detailed information 

about their problems. * 1 • - 

On Americ an, Government <* 

.., ., 

When ^sked how 'they viewed the American political system, the three men who 

previously Expressed their appreciation of America's public education and recreati 
«■ ft 
. , • *" / 

facilities again voiced positive attitudes. They felt that America has both 

! * • ** 

reirable^tnd efficient systems to help people. * Two men apologized for not knowing 

/i * 

much about politics in general. They added that th%y Wish to remain in a country 

* ^ / • 

where they will suffer no fl mental pressure 11 * (Presumably this means that they 
want to remain living in America)* One man mentioned that he was impressed that 

a man like JimiAy Carter, who was visually unknown five years ago*, douiu become 

*■ 

president through the. ,f proper channels 1 * (e.g. public election). However, the 

response of one couple deserves attention herd. The man is a doctoral sWdent 

1 / • , i\/ ' 

in the field of applied science and has l^ved in America for a little moire than- 

^ • ' > • • 

•three years. When asked how he felt about the American political system, he 

♦/ * * * 

answered jokjinglyt !f We have «ft£e same democratic government here as in Korea. 

■ * * ■ 

We elect a president and have .three government branches. They are ail the same." 

And he smiled. As for. his wife, she is the woman who told me at one point that 

• '• .'• • . ' 

she resents^Koreans.who&fteak to her in English wheji an American friend happens 

- - • m* 

to join the conversation. She also s^id that she enjoys living in America* but v 
knows that she can never fit into American culture* It "was not difficult to 



realise that the wife had been greatly influenced by heij husband's philosophical 

» ' ■ i * 

Vitews* Indeed; the couple .seamed to be cynical about life in general; JX feel * 

that their resistance to change and s negative attitude toward American culture is 

ai result of their unique personalities and not/ indicative of the attitudes of 

Koreans living in America in general* * 

' s One businesswoman who divorced her husband a few years ago said: 

The American political System" v& a wonder f ul system for 
average people like me* I could have starved in Korea * - 

, being a divorced woman without** personal wealth* ""This 
country provides some kind of opportunity to everyone 
Who tries* t v ■ • 

More positive comments on the subject were made by the young women married 

# » 

to American ,men* They claimed that the American government enables people to 
work and live decently*.. They felt that they were respected as long jas* they* work 



hard and abide by the rules of the countryrr-something which' was impossible in Korea* 

It can be concluded that the Korean men wish to avoid any comments on the 
political* systems of any nation out of fear that any derogatory remark against 
the* oppressive Korean .government may bring harm to themselves .and their families* 
Women seem freer about expressing their personal views on the American political 
system/ a Tact which may be proportionately due to their lack of involvement in 
political,, situations* # 

On Their Life Goals \ 

Almost all. of the people interviewed appeared to be ambitious, industrious, 
and determined to succeed in whatever they set out to do* .Jgor many, leaving 
their homeland was a big step toward realizing their goals and dreams* Because 
many of the Korean immijgrants . aj?e frtxn middle class backgrounds, their life goals 
are* firm and rather ambitious. Having come from a country where the importance , "*> * 
fcof education as a prerequisite to personal success was stressed, they seem very 
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education conscious. Also, the conscious realizat&ori^hav they have come to - 

: ' . . L \$&\ / • " 1 ' 

America to better themselves and achieve their life g^lClffives them an added 

f I 1 \ / \ ' • • \ ° 

incentive to succeed in their ohosetyfieldsW ! ^ > * 



Conclusions „ . 

Bifferences in sex, the /level of educatibn and personal success, as well as ] 



the amount of time one has spent in America all contribute to the way xn Which 

*• .. 3 ■ ■ • ' % \ 

ejach Korean perceives his life iJWLmerica. Jet, regardless- of these *f£fcto^s, t |* 

•rabst Koreans in America eventually arrive at similar moral and value x jU(^ent% \\ 

\j ' ' > ♦ . * * 

In the areas of marriage, personal and family^ relations, Koreans tend to uphold >\ 

their traditional value structures. 'It also appears that the time |*as*n6t yet 

/ ; y > - \ 

come when Korean men and women can accept the conceptf oik the equality of s^x-etf 

and. the mingling of sex r^lesf- Most KoVeaii mqn cling to their position as the ' .* 

defender an£ protector o| thfc famity> IjLdrean; women usually feel more adecpiate 

i - ' , » J *- - 

and secure playing the traditional female roles, rather than that of the liberated. 

* • '' lf * ' * 

career women. v * ? • ' 

The levels, of professional success seem to play a large part, in thfe inter- 
vievees 1 positive attitudteB toward American life. Koreans wko came to America k 
as ^mature adults ancUjlave lived here less than five years kre lfess likely to be * 

acculturated i^M^American ways regardless of their education/ or social statiis. 

/ * ' \ ■ p 

On .the other hknd, Korean? who came to America earlier in life show much , less 

rigidity in adapting and accepting American culture and its vatfite system. 

Relative mastery of the En&lish' language is the Jcey factor in determining 

wheth€(r a Koreah can perieive America correctly and accurately. , Due to this 

language barrier, the educational progress of many Koreans (particularly women) 

who are both sensitive and eager to/ learn is impeded. Because they .generally 

do not interact ^irectly, with other Americans, their primary exposure to English 




> 



3> 



18 through* -the mass media* Persons with verbal and 4 written skills are abl<ffto 
interact with Americans *which in turii promotes better cpfimuiucation and unger- 



standing among people* V ' * 

Finally, Koreans in the United States all se'era to be striving toward their 
goal of becoming functional- and respectable members of American society* • In 

b ' \ i 

.spite of *the cultural conflict-and language difficulties, they are making signifi- 
o&nt progress in their, endeavors* Without a doubt, they all realize than education 
is the chief means by which tfcey can attain their life goals fo^. themselves and 
future generations*. a 
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